G L A S T O N B U R Y

the neighbouring country who did not depart injured either in them
or in himself, . . . And it is sufficiently evident that the men of that
province had no oath more frequent or more sacred than to swear by
the Old Church, fearing the swiftest: vengeance on their perjury in
this respect.

Perhaps because of its great fame in Saxon times, William
the Conqueror dealt somewhat hardly with Glastonbury, and
the Norman Abbot; who was appointed made himself so un-
popular by his innovations that he bad to call in soldiers to
reduce his monks to obedience.    Much building took place
during the Norman period, but none of it survives for in 1184
the greater part of the monastic buildings, the hallowed
' wattle Church \ the library, and countless relics and treasures
perished in a fire.   Henry 11 gave money for the rebuilding
which began at once and by 1186 the lovely Romanesque Lady
Chapel at the west end of the Church was completed,   Its
dedication stone, inscribed * Jesus Maria \ can still be seen in
the south wall,   The building of the Great Church continued
through the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries by which time
the long nave with its high vaulting and central tower was
completed , Of the later additions the most important are those
of Abbot Beerc, the last Abbot but one, who vaulted the cen-
tral tower and put into the transept the St. Andrew's cross
arches which are also a feature of Wells Cathedral.   He also
built the Edgar Chapel at the east end and the Loretto Chapel
to the west of the transept.   Nor did he neglect the town, for
the almshouses and Chapel which he built in Magdalene
Street are still in use,